HIGHWAYS AND AIRPORTS INFRASTRUCTURE

VolkerFitzpatrick‘s capabilities cover a wide range of
highways infrastructure work, and airport projects
for both civilian and military clients. VolkerHighways
(including VolkerSmart Technologies) is a market
leader in the delivery of highways and lighting term
maintenance contracts, and specialises in surfacing,
traffic management, street lighting and Smart City
technology services. It delivers projects for both
private and public sector clients and also internally
alongside other businesses across VolkerWessels UK.

Highways
and airports
infrastructure
VolkerWessels UK offers a wide and growing range of
services and solutions to both public and private sector
clients, across the highways and airports infrastructure
realm, in the capacity of both main and subcontractor.

Our highways and airports capability is supported
by the specialist expertise of VolkerLaser and
PJ Davidson (PJD). VolkerLaser delivers concrete
repairs and waterproofing, and bridge bearing
replacement work, and more recently its new
offer of a range of innovative specialist access
solutions, and PJD operates primarily on highways
and tunnel projects, delivering slipform concrete
safety barriers, slot drain and drainage channel,
and slipform concrete pavements, tunnel inverts
and tunnel walkways. (see Specialist Businesses
and Innovation sections p54 and p13 for more
information.)
VolkerSmart Technologies completes our integrated,
multidisciplinary offer to the highways infrastructure
sector, with its broad capabilities in the provision
of Smart City infrastructure, as a provider of
independent connections for street lighting and
the on-street car charging point market, and for the
installation of fibre optic cable and 5G networks.
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infrastructure
VolkerFitzpatrick delivers projects across
the highways infrastructure sector, both
public and private - from those supporting
access to residential and commercial
developments, to bypasses and urban
schemes, as well as trunk road and
motorway projects.
Its work on the M5 motorway at the Oldbury
viaduct in the Midlands – a joint venture, and
collaboration between VolkerFitzpatrick and
VolkerLaser – came to a successful completion and
secured multiple industry awards. Other highways
works were delivered to carry out resurfacing and
associated works on the M1, A1, A14 and A27. As
part of our appointment to Highways England’s
Delivery Integration Partnership Framework,
VolkerFitzpatrick secured two initial packages of
work in the year, and was also awarded a place on
a highways schemes framework with Hampshire
County Council.
PJD delivered works on two major Highways England
schemes in the year, with up to five pavers working
simultaneously - on the M4 smart motorway
upgrade, where it will have installed 44 km of
its exclusively developed, CE marked Davidson’s
Concrete Barrier (DCB) as well as slot drain works in
the central reservation, and on the A14 Cambridge
to Huntingdon Improvement Scheme, with 32km of
DCB, along with retaining wall and drainage works.
During 2019, enabling works were completed for a
new access to Wembley Stadium in North London,
with construction work due to be completed in 2020,
and VolkerFitzpatrick has also been appointed as one
of the contractors delivering a public health science
campus in Harlow, Essex for Public Health England.

Project	Delivery Integration
Partnership Framework
Client

Chris Evans
managing director,
VolkerFitzpatrick - Civils
Cambridge GRE

Roads and highways

Highways England

VolkerFitzpatrick was one of the contractors to have
secured a place on Lot 2 of Highways England’s £8.7
billion Delivery Integration Partnership Framework.
The new framework replaced Highways England’s
Collaborative Delivery Framework and includes
schemes such as road widening and junction
Annual review 2019
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VolkerHighways offers an
end-to-end integrated highways
maintenance service, and we
are continually seeking to add
value for our clients through
innovation and the provision
of additional, specialist
services.

M5 Oldbury Viaduct

Alistair Thompson,
managing director,
VolkerHighways

M5 Oldbury Viaduct

improvements over a three-year period. Lot 2 covers packages
in the South East and East of England.
VolkerFitzpatrick is working on two initial packages under the
framework: one will deliver a full grade separation and free-flow
link between the A34 and Junction 9 of the M3, and the other
covers dual carriageway widening, junction improvements and
highway upgrade works to the A27 Lewes.

Highways maintenance
Delivered through the VolkerHighways business, we
deliver highways term maintenance contracts covering
A roads, principal urban traffic routes, and local
residential and rural roads. Alongside maintenance,
on most contracts this work includes emergency
response - managed through VolkerHighways’ own
call centre - planned infrastructure enhancement
works, and winter gritting services, with additional
responsibility for street cleansing on one of the
contracts. VolkerHighways’ contracts and third-party
clients take advantage of our specialist surfacing
solutions, and a full traffic management service.
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Bath and North East Somerset HTMC

VolkerHighways’ street lighting capability and registration with
the National Electrical Registration Scheme (NERS) has seen the
business deliver LED conversion programmes in a number of
areas, and it is also responsible for the maintenance of many of
these networks.
Continually seeking ways to add value for its clients,
VolkerHighways has embraced new and innovative ways of
working, such as the use of recycled tyres in pothole repair
work, the introduction of electric vans across several of its
contracts including Medway, Wokingham and the Royal
Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead, and the establishment
of its own contractor-led service request reporting call centre
for Wokingham Borough Council, directly managed on a
frontline basis by VolkerHighways. (Read more in the digital and
innovation section on p10)
2019 saw VolkerHighways mobilise two new highways term
maintenance contracts for Wokingham Borough Council
and Bath and North East Somerset Council, and it has
continued to service its contracts with Camden, Barking
and Dagenham, West Berkshire, Luton, Hackney, Medway,
Bristol, Bournemouth and Poole and the Royal Borough
of Windsor and Maidenhead. VolkerHighways delivered
LED conversion programmes for the London Borough of
Barking & Dagenham, Poole and Bournemouth and Slough,
Wokingham and Reading, and during 2019 new lighting

maintenance contracts were secured for Torbay, Bedford
and Dover councils. The business continues to work on its
CVU joint venture small capital works for TfL during 2019 as
well as additional works for four London boroughs.

Project Highways Term Maintenance Contract
Client

VolkerHighways’ fleet on the contract comprises low emission
compliant vehicles and the business is using the latest
technologies to repair local road surfaces, as also used in
West Berkshire. (Read more in the digital and innovation
section on p12).
VolkerHighways has the lighting maintenance contract that
sits alongside the highways contract and commences in April
2020.

Bath and North East Somerset Council

VolkerHighways was awarded a Highways Term Maintenance
Contract with Bath and North East Somerset Council beginning
in Spring 2019 and continuing for seven years, with a possible
extension of three further years.
The contract includes planned, routine and reactive maintenance
to the highway network, as well as emergency response
to road incidents. It also covers winter maintenance, gully
cleansing, annual surfacing and treatment programmes, rural
verge maintenance, event traffic management and drainage
maintenance works.
VolkerHighways has committed to creating two new apprenticeships
every two years, throughout the contract, and to sourcing over 90%
of the contract’s workforce and supply chain locally.

VolkerSmart Technologies
VolkerSmart Technologies has the expertise to
deliver the infrastructure required for Smart
Cities, and through the year has continued to
extend its range of capabilities to meet the
requirements of new and emerging markets.
Recent activities have included variable message signs (VMS),
traffic signal mast arms and electric car charging points. As
an accredited Independent Connection Provider, VolkerSmart
Technologies’ growing offer also includes the installation of fibre
optic cable networks and 5G connections, and the business is
looking towards new and growing markets, such as autonomous
vehicle controls – currently in their early stages.
Annual review 2019

41

HIGHWAYS AND AIRPORTS INFRASTRUCTURE

HIGHWAYS AND AIRPORTS INFRASTRUCTURE

Independent Connection provider

In 2019, VolkerSmart Technologies secured a significant
fibre contract for CityFibre in Ipswich, with whom the
business is developing a strategic relationship across
the UK with future significant opportunities in 2020 and
beyond.
The business has installed many hundreds of EV charging
points across London and the home counties as part
of its contracts with Siemens/TfL and other providers
respectively. It has a place on the Efficiency East Midlands
Framework for car charging point installations.
In 2019, VolkerSmart Technologies was awarded a rollout
contract with CityFibre, to construct a full fibre network, to
reach almost every home and business across Ipswich.

Project City Fibre Ipswich
Client

infrastructure for the installation, to ensure a quicker, more
efficient delivery and reduced disruption to local residents.
Partnering with CityFibre, VolkerHighways’ Smart City capabilities
will help improve the broadband experience for thousands of
people in Ipswich.

Cambridge Ground Running Enclosure (GRE)

During 2019 VolkerFitzpatrick made good progress with its Luton
DART project, working in joint venture to construct a state-ofthe-art rapid transit system, linking London Luton Airport with
Luton Airport Parkway railway station. Works also commenced

Airports

at RAF Lakenheath in Suffolk, where VolkerFitzpatrick is working
for the Defence Infrastructure Organisation (DIO), readying the
base to be the first permanent home in Europe of the US Air
Force F-35 Fighter Jet (see Defence section p50). The year also
saw VolkerFitzpatrick secure a major design and construction
contract at RAF Lossiemouth in Scotland.

Project Cambridge Airport Engine Ground Running
Enclosure (GRE) Facility

Our expertise and experience in the aviation sector
covers maintenance and construction for both the
military and civil sector. We offer airport operators
a range of design and build solutions, from the
rehabilitation of runways, to the construction of
new taxiways and buildings. Our capabilities also
cover landside and airside airport maintenance,
infrastructure and airfield paving.

Client

Marshall Group Properties Limited

VolkerFitzpatrick delivered an airside project to design and
construct the infrastructure and foundations for a new Engine
Ground Running Enclosure (GRE) facility at Cambridge Airport.
Designed to accommodate an aircraft during high-power engine
run-up inspections, a GRE is acoustically and aerodynamically
designed to dramatically dampen the acoustic impact of testing.

CityFibre

The works include excavating 300,000m of new trenches and
installing ducting, before blowing, splicing and finally testing the
fibre optic cables. Where possible, the project will make use
of existing underground and overhead telecommunications
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VolkerFitzpatrick has long-standing relationships with airports
across the UK, and in 2019 delivered work at Gatwick, Stansted,
Glasgow and Southampton airports. The business has also
continued to build its portfolio of work for USAF and RAF bases
in the UK.

This project involved the relocation of the aircraft engine ground
testing activities to a new purpose-built facility at the airport,
which would minimise noise exposure to communities in the
area.
Taxiway Victor RAF Lakenheath

The project was completed February 2019.
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